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to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
A .- ine broad places amet, if ye cau finda man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh thetruth, . + + + » «  Jeremiah,v. 2. 
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PRIESTLY ARROGANC2. 


In reading the two last nuinbers of the “ Theological 
Repertory,” printed at Washington City, we have been 
a little surprised, to see the bold manner in which the 
Episcopal Clergy have lately began to raise themselves 
up, and the lofty tone they have assumed. Our national 
Representatives are made to smart under the scourges 
laid upon them, for electing an obnoxious Chaplain; and 
the President himself is arraigned before the bar of their 
tribunal, and lashed in the severest manner, for not being 
regular, morning and evening, in his attendance on what 
they call public worship. Whether it is consistent with 
our present Constitution to single out any individual, 
even in the most common rank of life, and fix a stigma 
on him, for not regularly attending worship in some sanc- 
tuary, so called, we leave for others to determine ; butof 
this we are confident, that such a procedure, is calculat- 
ed to make many hypocrites; while it will never make 
a saint. 

_ The practice of drilling or dragooning people into re- 
ligion, in the way these men have attempted it, is attend- 
ed with the worst consequences. It serves to produce in 
the mind, an aversion and opposition, to that holy reli- 
gion, which ought and must be the free choice of every 
one who ever truly embraces it. It was not by such means 
that Christ and the Apostles brought people into obedi- 
ence to the Gospel. And to pass over without notice and 
rebuke such overbearing and priestly assumptions, when 
clerical influence is in full stretch to obtain an ascendency 
in the government of the nation, would be a remissness 
and disregard to the rights of the people highly culpable. 

Such is the pomp, formality and fashion, exhibited in 

most of the meeting-houses white these men would wish 


an attendance, that it admits of a doubt, whether it is the 
vou. IIT. {7 
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christian duty of any one to resort to them; but rather 
is in duty bound to come out from among them, and be 
separate. For wherein, do the professed worshippers at 
these places, differ from the men of this world, except 
like the Pharisees, in mere external ceremonies and obser- 
vances. It is only this corrupted and degenerate chris. 
tianity, that courts the aid and the support of civil pow- 
er; for pure christianity, neither requires nor desires any 
such alliance. That this is what these men wish, appears 
without any disguise, in the following extract from their 
Lheological Repertory of last month when speaking of 
the appointment of the obnoxious Chaplain :— 


“We cannot take leave of this subject without an expression of 
our feelings upon the indispensable necessity of the conjunction of 
pure christianity with the civil government of a country. ‘The ex- 
perience of every age, and the pages of all history, concur in the 
sentiment, that permanent national felicity is completely dependent 
on the maintenance and propagation of Christian truth; and pes- 
tilential opinions—opinions which poison the fountains of morality 
and religion, are the secret worms which eat into the very beams 
and pillars of society, and undermine the principles of private hap- 
piness and public greatness.’ ” 


These men, as a matter of course, are to determine 
what Christian truth is, and what are pestilential opi- 
nions—and if they could obtain rule, and sway the scep- 
tre of the civil power, how many of us might be pronoun- 
ced heretics, and be consigned to dungeons or led to 
the stake, it is now difficult to decide. 

We regret, that the limits of our work, will not admit 
of our making lengthy extracts from the arrogant and 
intolerant productions of the Episcopal clergy, in their 
Theological Repertory; buta pretty correct idea may be 
formed of their character, from the following passages: 


“It is a subject of general notoriety, that the election of a Chap- 
lain in Congress occasions among most of the members but very 
little selicitude—that so far from feeling any concern in having 4 
clergyman of sound evangelical views [one of their own order un- 
doubtedly] to expoynd the oracles of God, a large number would 
peaceably acquiesce in almost any appointment, and any doctrine, 
though the tendency should be to rend asunder the essential prin- 
ciples of divine and human laws; could it only be done without 
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the sacrifice of their dearest interests—their reputation in the opinions 
af their constituents. 

«“ Every real Christian knows, full well, that, to ensure the bless- 
ing of Heaven upon our beloved country, it is of the greatest im- 
portance that our rulers should be men fearing God and working 
righteousness.” [Orthodox, zealous churchmen, these men, no 
doubt, consider the right stamp. From such rulers, it becomes us 
to pray, “good Lord deliver us.” Tithes and other exactions would 
soon be established amongst us. ] 

“That the members of either house of Congress have a legal right 
to choose any character they may think proper for their Chaplain, 
no one will presume to question. Nor will any one hesitate to ad- 
mit that they have a perfect right, if they feel so disposed, to rush 
down to everlasting perdition.* But the propriety of their conduct 
in departing so widely from the prevailing religious sentiments of 
their constituents, by openly placing themselves, in their collec- 
tive capacity, in opposition to the Redeemer of the world, will no 
doubt have its influence among the people, by increasing or dimi- 
nishing the confidence which they have reposed in them. It is 
also a matter in which every individual of the nation has a deep in- 
terest, involving temporal and eternal concerns.” 

“Notwithstanding the unchristian doings of the majority of the 
national Representatives, [in electing a Chaplain not sound in the 
faith} we trust there is a redeeming spirit among the people.” 








_* Note by the Editors—We are by no means partial to the prin- 
ciples, against which these men have directed their force: but 
when we see manifested, much the same spirit which has shewn 
itself in the church of Rome and among the Pharisees of old; and 
hear a public avowal that the civil government ought to be coupled 
with orthodoxy, in order by the force of law to extirpate pestilen- 
tial opinions, it becomes an imperious duty to warn the commu- 
nity of the danger with which they are threatened. 

It is but too evident, that a high toned and imperious clergy, al- 
ready rule over the minds of a majority of the inhabitants of this 
country, from the circumstance, that scarcely an individual dare 
attempt to withstand their intrigues and machinations. And if they 
can only elect a sufficient number of representatives of their own 
stamp, to alter our present Constitution, it is easy to perceive from 
these extracts, that persons holding “ pestilential opinions,” would 
be punished with a vengeance. What might be termed festilential © 
opinions it is now impossible to divine, as this matter would be de- 
termined solely by the established order of the day—but it is rea- 
sonable to suppose, that every thing would be so denominated, 


which did not bring honour to the priesthood and favour thei 
emoluments, 
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“To leave this false step of our rulers to the constitutional te. 
medy, in the indignant frown of an abused and insulted people at 
the next elections,* I proceed to my main object, which is to 





——= 


* Note by the Editors.—Here we see, after the most evident attempts 
are made to disparage the Representatives of the nation, (because 
they have not had sufficient respect to orthodoxy in appointing a 
Chaplain) a rod is held over their heads, threatening them with 
their fate at the next elections. Has not the tyranny of priestcraft 
indeed already commenced its reign in this land! Where is ag 
editor,of a journal, or a ruler, that dare make a stand or a remon- 
strance against them, or expose their designs! What a change has 
taken place in this country within a few years, since Theological 
Seminaries have’been set up, and hireling and pompous priests have 
began to multiply. 

Happily for this country, Congress as yet, in a collective capa- 
city, have manifested no predilection towards any particular per- 
suasion. They have, from time to time, elected for Chaplain a 
Baptist, a Methodist, Presbyterians, and members of the Episcopal 
Church. As the Unitarians are now becoming a pretty numerous 
sect in this country, why should not the members of Congress be 
allowed to follow the Apostles’ advice, “ Prove ail things,” as well 
as other men, without being subjected to such severe chastisement, 
and terrified with threats. We can view this conduct in no other 
light than a very high degree of priestly arrogance. It shews, 
moreover, that these men intend to rule and to be obeyed, and 
Congress, and all others, forsooth, must be vassals under them.— 
Had a body of clergymen proceeded in the same manner a few 
years back, it would have brought forth the most severe animad- 
versions from our public prints, and they would have been covered 
with shame and confusion: but such now is their influence, such 
their ability to raise up or to put down, that we question whether 
an editor of a paper or a candidate for office, will dare to touch 
upon the subject. If it has already come to this, what will it be 
by and by? The number and the influence of the clergy are ra- 
pidly on the increase ; and, judging from appearance, nothing 
remains for us as things are now going on, but to prepare our 
necks for the yoke. 

We cannot dismiss this subject without once more calling the 
attention of the public to Theological Seminaries. To us they pre- 
sent a most threatening aspect, both in regard to pure christianity 
and the liberties of this country. The religion inculcated by those 
instructed in these places of human invention, (to’say the least of 
them) will only be thé fashionable religion of this world ; and being 
moreover, themselves of the world, their chief concern will be to 
obtain the fayour of the world, and secure its honours and emolu- 
ments. Therefore for the population of this country to contribute 
their money to erect these institutions, and lend their aid to aug- 
ment the number and add to the influence of high toned and pom- 
pous clergymen, (seeking preeminence and demanding large sala- 
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assure you that you do not stand alone in giving your public testi- 
mony against this outrage upon all Christian feeling and decency, 
or in the opinion that the persons whose tenets you have been 
constrained to notice, are in no shape entitled to the Christian 
name or character.”—* On ascertaining the fact, (the election of a 
Unitarian Chaplain,) I lost no time in denouncing it in my own 
parish, and afterwards both in Richmond and Petersburg before 
large congregations.” 

[We now come to the lashing given the President, for 
not attending what is called public worship, extracted 
from the same work. | 


“There can be no doubt of the propriety of saying something 
in your pages of an example so prejudicial to the people, as that 
which the head of this Christian country exhibits, in relation to the 
duties of the sanctuary. It is much to be wondered at, that so 
little notice of it has hitherto occurred in the periodical publica- 
tions of Christians. The truth is that the President of the United 
States is bound by the interests of a soul, which undoubtedly can 
go to Heaven but by that strait and narrow way which the most 
obscure of the people must tread; bound by the interests of his 
soul, as much as any immortal in the world, to be as regular, morn- 
ing and evening, in his attendance on public worship, as the hum- 
blest saint in the Church of Christ. To comply with this duty, is a 
tribute of respect which he owes to the people of the United 
States, hundreds of thousands of whom have little suspicion that 
the first officer in the nation is one of their most deficient examples 
of attention to the external acts ef the Christian religion. It is a 
debt which every patriot must feel, and every American President 
largely owes, to exhibit conspicuously a high respect and reverent 
attention to those public services of our religion, on the mainte- 
nance of which, every one that is fit for the station of President 








ries) is not only a violation of Christian principle, but it may be at- 
tended with the most fatal consequences, and put an end to our 
religious privileges sooner than we are aware.—The whole system 
of manufacturing ministers in Theological Colleges by means of 
money, is radically wrong. It has no countenance in the example 
of Christ and the Apostles, or the practices of the*first Christians, 
Consequently, all who are produced by such means, cannot be ex- 
pected to be any better than false teachers; who, not being sent of 
God, will never profit the people, but aspire after earthly honours 
and emoluments, and seek to obtain the rule and government of the 
country, 
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must know, such a large portion of public peace, morality, anq 
excellence, is dependent. The nation is deeply concerned in the 
estimate which its rulers appear to place upon the value of religion, 
and on the importance of a strict attention to all the Christian ordi. 
nances.* The nation is deeply concerned in the examples of jts 
rulers in every thing relating to that faith which is the only sure 
and lasting basis of all law, liberty, and morality ; and especially in 
the example of him who is placed at the supremacy of the govern. 
ment, and who, for the discharge of his high responsibilies, should 
not only be endued with all the qualifications of a wise politician, 
but with the ennobling, though rare endowments of a good Chris- 
tian. It is a melancholy fact, that not only by the tenant of the 
Presidency, but by the majority of those who are the best able to 
value the utility of the public duties of the Church, and who well 
know their indispensable influence upon all those moral excel- 
lences of the nation which they are bound to promote, there is a 
very great and lamentable deficiency in the conduct they show to 
the people in regard to the worship of the sanctuary, and by which 
the people cannot help being influenced and prejudiced. Of all 
this the people have as good reason to complain, and as much 
right to complain, as if the authors of those examples were betray- 
ing the interests of the nation by an indolent attention to their poli- 
tical duties, or undermining the liberties of Americans, by sapping 
the fundamental pillars of the national constitution. All the people 
know, that it is of vast importance to the interests of religion that 
examples of devout and regular attendance on its ordinances be 
exhibited upon the high places of the country, so that the thousands 
who are accustomed to believe and act with an almost exclusive 
reference to the creed and practice of their more learned or ex- 
alted neighbours, may have the telegraphs of their conduct full in 





_ * Note by the Editors —The obvious tendency of such writings, 
is to make people become hypocrites in religious profession, for 
the sake of getting into office. True oom, cannot be forced into 


any one; but hypocrites may be manufactured at wholesale, by 
holding out a prospect of honour and advantage by professing reli- 


gion: and a set of hypocrites at the head of a nation, is more to be 
dreaded than open infidels. 


We would wish to know of these men, if the President and mem- 
bers of Congress would be likely to govern this country any bettet, 
by becoming bigoted churchmen or the devotees of any sect? 


For practical christianity, the main concern, seems hardly insisted 
upon by these writers. 
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their view, and (since they will live by imitation) may have well 
drawn models to copy after.* 

“ To many of the public and principal functionaries of the nation, 
a very great degree of respect is due, not only on aecount of their 
offices, but their private characters. To the President, especially, 
should a very high respect be paid, because of the many excel- 
lences of his personal character. But this character of the Presi- 
dent, so amiable, and in many respects so excellent, is that which 
urges, in the wishes of his Christian friends, that he would add 
another and essential ornament to his life, by appearing regularly 
in the church as the strict and devout worshipper of God. Cer- 
tainly, it is no great inconvenience to go from the governmen 
house to the neighbouring church. Certainly, it is worth while 
for the President, if no higher motives operate, to gratify the nation 
by making an exertion to get to the House of God, whenever cir 
cumstances on the Sabbath admit. Certainly, it would be more 
pleasant to the feelings of a patriot and a Christian, instead of 
perceiving the usual emptiness of the President’s pew, to behold it 
occupied, as it ought to be, on every occasion of public worship, 
by an honourable representation from the palace.” 


We do suppose it would be very agreeable to these 
church ministers, to have the President and heads of 
department, show a high deference to their particular re- 
ligion, and regularly attend in what they term their sanc- 
tuaries ; and also have their houses filled to overflowing 
with the citizens of Washington, that their pews might 
be well rented out, and yield handsome annual revenues 
for their support. But it seems they cannot have things 
as they would wish. Itis much the same with people in 
this country, as it was in Israel when there was no king, 





* Note by the Editors.—George the IV. we suppose, being head 
of the Church in England, exhibits what these men term an exam- 
ple of devout and regular attendance on the ordinances of religion : 
but we should consider him a very unfit model to copy after, not- 
withstanding. It will be observed, these men, as intimated before, 
Say very little about experimental and practical religion. It is the 
outward part, concerning which they feel so solicitous. They are 
for making fair the outside of the cup and platter—the inside, with 
them, does not appear to be a matter of so much consequence.— 
The rulers are to attend outwardly to religious services, so called, 
if itis only out of “respect to the people,” “to gratify the nation,” 
&e. &ce. We have ever considered this a very poor sort of doc- 
trine, and it is exactly calculated to fill a country with hypocrites. 
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every one did what was right in his own eyes. Hence 
they announce to the public in their Repertory, another 
very great grievance, as will be seen in the following 
extract: 


“The different congregations in this city, experience consider. 
able inconvenience from the practice which prevails of holding pub. 
lic worship in the Capitol. When Congress sat in the cities of New 
York and Philadelphia, the official duties of Chaplain were confined 
to the opening of the two Houses, on days of business, and termi- 
nated on their adjournment at the close of the week. Not until 
their removal to this city, did the Chaplain ever preach in the Halls 
of Congress, and the practice was introduced here in consequence 
of a want of places of public worship, to which the members might 
resort. The necessity for the continuance of this practice is now 
done away, there being churches of all those denominations of 
Christians of which the two Houses are composed. But no incon- 
venience would arise were the members of Congress to occupy 
the Hall on Sundays, as‘on other days, to the exclusion of the citi- 
zens generally. But, instead of that, it is thrown open to all who 
are disposed to attend, and as there are many in every community, 
who like the Athenians of old, have ‘itching ears,’ and are never 
satisfied without ‘¢elling or hearing some new thing,* the Hall on 
Sundays is made a kind of ational Religious Exchange, where 
judging from appearance, almost every thing is carried on but 
devotion.” 

“All this, however, must be submitted to until Congress, or the 
people, shall think proper to order things in a different manner.” 


This to be sure must be a very great grievance, as it 
subjects them to considerable loss; but while they de- 
mand such a price for their pews, we think it would have 
been as well not to have touched upon this subject. In 
regard to the remark that almost every thing is carried 
on there but devotion, it may be proper to remind them, 





* Note by the Editors —The Chaplains to the two houses this year 
are a Methodist and a Unitarian. Not unfrequently, however, 

reachers of different denominations passing along have meeting? 
in the Hall of Congress—and in several instances members of the 
Society of Friends have held meetings there. For our own part 
we are pleased to see such a liberality of sentiment among the 
heads of department, and we think it very well that there is oné 
place where people can attend without paying pew rent, or being 
saluted at the close of worship with a money gatherer. 
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that in the opinion of very many, nothing much better 1s 
carried on in their meeting-houses, where formal prayers, 
dry sermons, costly organs, and money gatherers are all 
combined with the professed worship of God, which, to 
be acceptable, must be performed in spirit and in truth. 


[N. B. If some of the editors with whom we exchange, 
are sufficiently independent, or they can do it without 
breaking up their establishments, we could wish them to 
give the foregoing, and the supplement which follows, an 
insertion in their papers, as the subject on which they treat 
concerirs the people of this ceuntry.] 


SUPPLEMENTARY. 


In a sermon, preached before the 4uwiliary Education 
Society of the Young Men of Boston, January 23, 1822, 
on the occasion of their third anniversary, by Samuet F. 
Jarvis, “D. D.” rector of St. Paul’s church, Boston, and 
president of the society, there are some things worthy of 
notice, as they evince the tone of feeling of a church cler- 
gyman to the north. After stating that it has been shown 
by documents published by the American Education So- 
ctety, (to which this seciety in Boston is auxiliary.) that, 
on the general estimate of one pastor to a thousand souls, 
there are not enough, at this present moment, to supply 
three millions of our population; and consequently that 
there are now seven millions in the United States, who 


are wholly or partially deprived of the means of religion, 
he observes : : 


“But gloomy as this picture is, the statements to which I refer, 
do not exhibit the subject in its darkest aspect. They have over. 
looked, or at least have not delineated, a very important feature.” 


Having seen only a few extracts from this sermon, we 
should have been ata loss to know what the dark aspect, 
the important feature not delineated was, had the editor 
of the Bostun Recorder not informed us, that « The < fea- 
ture’ referred to, is the refusal on the part of government 
of all support to the institutions of religion, and the con- 
sequent necessity of relying on individual associations for 
the maintenance of public worship.”* This is plain, un- 


_—_— 





* The editor of the Boston Recorder, though he highly on 
shis sermon, and says, it “is worthy of the heart as well as the 
i8 





iu6 THE REFORMER. 


disguised language. Take notice further: this church 
clergyman is president of a society for aiding the funds 
of the Theological Seminary at Andover, established by 
the New England churches. 

In the next place, we find the church preacher in his 
sermon, complaining that there are so many sects or per- 
suasions in this country, that (seeing the government 
will do nothing) it is difficult to get a clergyman (Col- 
lege bred of course) supplied io supported for every 
thousand souls, particularly in the newly settled parts 
of our country. For this thousand he observes, “ may be 
composed of five or six different denominations,” and 
therefore, cannot be brought to a unanimity in making up 
a large annual sum, to pay a learned and competently 
qualified minister. Hence he tells us, in these places, 
the people “ deprive themselves of all the means of grace. 
Their children remain unbaptized and uninstructed. The 
incence of prayer never ascends from the altar of their 
hearts. The walls of the sanctuary never reverberate 
with their praises. The memorial of their Redeemer’s 
love never touches their lips. The oblation of charity is 
never offered by their hand,” &c. &c. Again; when 
speaking of these parts of our land, he says: «* where, alas, 
are the altars! where is the village spire, [meeting-house 
steeple] pointing to heaven, and telling to the distant 
traveller, that he is approaching the abode of Christian, 
as well as civilized man! ”’ Thus he telisus, * in our new- 
ly settled territories, where religion has no nursing fath- 
ers or nursing mothers, [where the people will not unite 
to support the right stamp of ministers, nor the govern- 
ment do any thing towards it] in the first generation, re- 
ligion wears itself away by a gradual decline; in the se- 
cond, it can hardly be said to have existed.”? He then 
goes on: ** As our population increases, therefore, the 





—— 


talents of the author,” yet he expresses himself with more caution, 
on the subject, observing : “ We shall not enter into the question 
how far religious establishments are useful, or how far they are 
pernicious ; the necessity of them certainly evinces a very corrupt 
state of society, for what baseness is not the heart capuble of, that 
will not support the worship of God without compulsion ?’ Support: 
ing the worship of God, here, is to be understood, paying 2 minis- 
ter. The editor of the Boston Recorder has no other idea with 
respect to supporting the worship of God but this. 
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prospect is shrouded by a more portentous gloom; and 
there is great danger, that, with all the exertions which 
the pious and benevolent can make, we shall become a 
nation of heathens, and not Christians.”’ 

We plainly see in this sermon, a disposition manifest- 
ed to have a support from government; and also, to am- 
algamate, or else to put down and blot out the name of 
some of the sects among us. Further comments are 
deemed unnecessary. 


nC 


For the Reformer. 


Ihave observed in the third number of the Reformer 
for the present year, an extract from a production entitled 
« Zion’s Call ;” which, however proves to be only a call 
for money, money, for the purpose of educating and pre- 
paring, what the writer terms heralds of the cross. What 
a cloud of antichristian darkness must rest on the minds 
of professing christians, to suppose, that a qualification 


| to preach the gospel may be obtained with money. The 














writer’s faith is exactly similar to that of Simon Magus, 
who thought that the gift of God might be purchased with 
money ; and the rebuke administered to him, will apply 
with equal propriety to the author of this Call, and vari- 
ous other such writers of the present day: « Thy mone 
perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift 
of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither 
part nor lot in this matter; for thy heart is not right in 
the sight of God.”’ 

It would appear from the arguments used in ‘ Zion’s 
Call,” if there is no money contributed, there can no her- 
| alds of the cross; and therefore, according to this posi- 
tion, Christ must be dependant on seminaries and the 
cash book, for supplying his church. It is very evident, 
this Call is not from Mount Zion, the city of the saints 
solemnity, wherein dwelleth righteousness, but from the 
dark mountain of human opinions and human inventions ; 
being in direct contrariety to all the maxims and precepts 
of the New Testament dispensation. In what manner 

|wWere the Apostles and primitive believers qualified 
to preach the Gospel? or what sums of money did it 
cost to prepare them for the ministry ? Nothing was ex- 
pended for the purpose, and yet they were the lights of 
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mankind. I suppese no one will deny, but that the Holy 
Spirit alone, in that day, was sufficient to qualify any 
one for preaching the gospel of Christ: and God is the 
same yesterday, to day, and forever; and the capacities 
of men the same. Hence, no other qualification than 
what the primitive disciples received, is necessary at this 
time—namely, the Holy Spirit; and without this, every 
other qualification must come short of a true qualifica. 
tion. 

Is it possible, that any man who knows any thing of 
the gospel, and who is not influenced by interested mo- 
tives, can be so ignorant as to believe, that the position 
taken by the writer of “* Zion’s Call,” is a sound one, 
and agreeable to the New Testament? for thus he quer- 
ies :—** Why should not the heralds of the cross be at 
once multiplied to the number wanted? Why should 
they not at once be educated and prepared for the holy 
vocation? Where lies the hindrance? It is not that the 
number needed cannot be found proper to be educated 
for, and willing to engage iu this beneficent work ; for 
multitudes already satisffd of the divine intimation 
on the subject, are only waiting the call of the Christian 
world to come forward as candidates.’’ ‘The writer re- 
plies to these questions himself and says: “ the answer, 
the only answer [to the inquiry why a sufficient number 
of heralds are not furnished ] is, we lack the means which 
is money.” 

Mark, Jesus Christ calls and qualifies his ministers, by 
the gift of his Holy Spirit ; and the world calls and qua- 
lifies its ministers, by means of money and Theologica! 


Schools. These two are quite different orders of men; — 


and they can no more act in unison with each other, than 
hight with darkness, or Christ with belial : the one makes 
a trade of preaching, and seeks worldly distinction, 
and the patronage of the great; the other having freely 


froin darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unt? |~ 


God. Well would it be for mankind, and the cause of 
religion, if these two orders of ministers were plainly 


distinguished by every child of man. But such is the | 
darkness which has come upon the earth, and such the | 


the world, and the instruments of the greatest good to 


a 


received, freely gives, and only seeks to turn people 2 
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transformations which men can assume, that in every age 
of the world, the great mass of people have been the ad- 
mirers and followers of blind guides; and by means of 
their darkning counsel and instruction, they have put 
light for darkness, and darkness for light, and called 
evil good, and good evil. J.C. 


——___ 


For the Reformer. 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. 


The great reliance placed on the preservation of the li- 
berties of this country, by its friends, is, in the general 
diffusion of knowledge. It is undoubtedly the best anti- 
dote, that can be provided against the machinations of 
designing men: let us take care, however, that this does 
not prove a false security. Has it preserved the liberties 
of the people in Great Brtain?P Or, are the nations on 
the continent of Europe exempt from the evils of reli- 
gious intolerance, in proportion to the light and know- 
ledge they enjoy? The light of knowledge, as well as 
sword, is often employed where it can be allowed, to 
abridge and destroy mens’ rights and liberties. The one 
is brought in to aid the other. We have reason to regard, 
with fearful apprehension, the deep roots which religious 
establishments are planting to subvert the liberties of this 
country. Every where we see are increasing harmony 
and cencert, between the more fashionable sects, former- 
ly the most opposed to each other; which will serve to 
pave the way to a union of church and state. No means 
are left untried, no expense is spared, to add to the num- 
ber and increase the splendour and decorations of their 
churches, so as to command the attention of the people. 
Where there are so many objects fitted to fascinate and 
gratify the multitude, can any one sincerely believe, they 
are brought to such places for the solemn and humble 
worship of God? In proportion as these things become 
general in any country, that nation is disposing and pre- 
paring itself, with respect to its religion, for the aid and 
establishment of government. It is only necessary for 
the most prevailing religions to increase the number of 
their admirers, and unite in putting such men into office, 
as are disposed to aid and encourage their designs, and 
the work is accomplished. Worldy advantages and emol- 

19 
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uments, will then be sure to result to young candidates 
for the ministry, ambitious of place and fame. 

The foregoing observations properly refer us to Theolo- 
gical Seminaries: and having lately been on a visit to the 
north, and become acquainted with many faets relating to 
the Seminary at Andover, I shall treat of this Institution 
distinctly, as a specimen of others : being among the first, 
and inferier to none of these establishments. 

This Seminary, in the opinion of many, is intended, like 
St. Peter’s at Rome, to be the fountain from whence pure 
religion must flow, and diffuse itself through our country. 
After a four years residence, and obtaining the usual de- 
grees at other Colleges and Universities in America, a 
further residence of three years at this Institution, is re- 
quired to qualify men to preach the plain truths of the 
Gospel. In accordance with this plan, 112 students were 
drawn, in 1821, from 13 of the principal Colleges in the 
United States, to get indued here with the power and quali- 
fication, to preach Christ and him crucified. When we 
look at this favourite spot, selected in the heart of New 
England, for the education to the ministry, of so many 
young men, aspiring to place and distinction, we need 
not wonder at the clerical pride and intolerance, which 
begin to shew themselves, emanating from this order of 
men; who are led to believe, that this Institution, like 
the sun in the midst of the firmament, is more and more 
spreading its benign light and influence throughout our 
country, and giving an impulse in other parts of it to 
follow its example. Such is the foundation of this Insti- 
tution, as to promise it to be solid and lasting. It has 
secured the funds and the patronage of many great men, 
and it is more and more attracting the notice and the 
admiration of all parts of the country. Innunterable reli- 
gious tracts, issue from the press under its control here, 
and are dispersed by means of numerous agents appoint- 
ed through all parts of the United States. Incessant 
labour is used to solicit further aids, for the multiplication 
and distribution of these tracts. The names of the donors 
are recorded, and their pride is gratified and flattered, 
by being put into print, for only twenty-five cents; 80 
that the potent principle of doing alms éo be seen, and to 
have glory of men, may operate in all its force. Among 
the tracts issued and sent forth, are Lyman Beecher’s 
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Address, Zion’s Call, Macedonian Cry, and others of a 
like nature and tendency. ‘To aid and encourage still 
more this great purpose, an Almanack, called the “ Chris- 
tian Almanack,” has been set forth, in which are entered 
the names of all the great Missionary, Education, Tract 
and Bible’Societies throughout the world; and plans are 
adopted, and arguments used, to induce the people to 
sive their money to support the vast schemes of the day. 
The profits of the work are to be applied to aid the funds 
of the Tract Society established at Andover. 

The origin of the Institution at Andover, may be ascrib- 
ed to the liberal donations of the Phillips family, for the 
erection of an Academy, now called “ Phillips’ Academy,” 
standing within a quarter ofa mile of the Andover Semi- 
nary. Though this is said to be a separate Institution 
from that of Andover, it nevertheless seems to have had 
an eye toa religious establishment from the first, or a 
connection with it. ‘There seems to be an indissoluble 
connection between the officers of both. It is said, the 
father of the Phillips’s, speculated largely in the time 


of the revolutionary war, in Public Securities, which 
rose in his hands and enriched him. ‘They, as well as 
the rich founders of the Andover Seminary, begin their 
donation by acknowledging their obligations to the Di- 
vine Being, for prospering their wt | views, so as to 


enable them to promote the cause of religion. It re- 
minds us of the readiness of the clergy, educated in 
such seminaries, to pray God for victory in battle—and 
their public thanks to him for it after gained. As this is 
a public free school, supported by such respectable funds 
in money and lands, it may be fairly presumed, that those 
who partake of its charities, and have a view to the mi- 
nistry, are easily formed and moulded, so as to mount up 
- a more perfect faith, prepared for the Andover Insti- 
ution. 

The constitution of this Academy, enjoins the teachers 
to inculcate the same fundamental doctrines as the Ando- 
ver Seminary; which they are to “urge and re-urge,” 
and “daily impress.” 

By the constitution of the Theological Seminary, signed 
by Pheebe Phillips, John Phillips and Samuel Abbot, in 
1807, its religious creed, and the fundamental principles 
of its government, are laid down and promulgated in 34 
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articles. By a donation to it of $20,000, a man has a 
right to appoint a professor. In 1808, Brown, Bartlet, 
and Norris, were brought into copartnership with the 
before-named Phillips and Abbot, which enabled them to 
add two professorships to the Institution. Bartlet gave 
$20,000, and Brown and Norris each $10,000. They are 
stiled the * Bartlet professor of Sacred Rhetoric,” and 
the “ Brown professor of Sacred Rhetoric and Ecclesias- 
tical History.” The condition of the latter entering into 
this partnership, was, that the former should consent to 
the insertion of certain additional articles of faith to their 
creed, and to the constitution ; which it seems they did 
not scruple to do, for the sake of adding this money and 
respectability to the Institution. 

The professors thus appointed and paid, must subscribe 
to all the varying forms of this creed. ‘They are to be 
regulated by the statutes and wills of the founders of the 
——— They are to be examined, annually, by the 

isitors, who are to meet for the purpose, as to the uni- 
formity of their faith : and the meeting is to be opened by 
prayer. The Visitors are to subscribe to the same articles 
of faith as the professors, and both are to repeat their ap- 
probation of it, once in every five years; as most other 
religious tenets, than those professed here, are considered 

nsound, or wanting in orthedoxy. By the constitution, 

eir preaching to the students on the Sabbath, is to be 
‘devout, practical, doctrinal and pungent.” In_ this 
Seminary, the mode of worship is particularly described, 
and assigned to the professors. ‘ Genuine psalmody,” 
constitutes an assential partof it. In the public instruc- 
tion of the students, they are to see that they pay serious 
attention “ to the culture of a true taste for genuine church 
music,” and ‘that they posess themselves of so much 
skill and taste in the art, as at least to distinguish be- 
tween those solemn movements, congenial to pious minds, 
and those unhallowed, trifling, medley pieces, which chill 
devotion.” The professors are to perform public wor- 
ship every Sabbath, except some of the senior class may 
occasionally obtain permission to do it ; and no others are 
allowed to attend, but the officers and students of the 
Institution, their connections, those of Phillips’ Academy, 


and as many of its students as the Trustees think pro- 
per to admit. 
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The test for the admission of a student into this Semi- 
wary, is, that he subscribe a declaration, that he believes 
in the scriptures of the Old and New Testament, unless 
he brings a certificate of belonging to some church. He 
must have had a liberal education, and after he is admit- 
ted, he is to make a declaration, that he will devote his 
time to qualify himself for the ministry, and that he will 
obey the laws of the constitution. The great branches 
taught here are styled * Natural Theology, Sacred Lite- 
rature, Ecclesiastical History, Christian Theology, and 
Pulpit Eloquence.” When other ambitious donors give 
each $ 20,000, they will invent new titles for additional 
professorships. 

To attain a thorough knowledge in the above branches, 
which is here considered indispensibly necessary to qua- 
lify tor preaching the Gospel, the best authors on Rheto- 
ric, Oratory and Grammar, are to be studied. In his pro- 
gress, the student has his books pointed out and directed 
to him by the professor, who inspects his performances. 
Once a year he is to undergo an examination as to the 
books he has read, their erm and composition. A moni- 
tor is to note down all tardiness of the students or ab- 
sence from religious duty. On the principle of the As- 
sociate Founders, all applicants for admission must be 
Congregationalists and Presbyterians, and if the Visitors 
approve them, after a probationary trial of two months, 
they may reside there till the next annual meeting of the 
Visitors ; and if then approved, they may be registered 
as Associate Students. 

Each of the senior students is to write not less than 
three, nor Over six sermons in the year ; which are to be 
examined by the professors. Nor is he to be allowed to 
preach in any congregation, without special permission, 
and a written licence; nor till the sermon is examined 
by the professors. No student of the two lower classes 
is allowed to officiate on the Sabbath, or set himself up 
a3 a religious instructor. 

By the foregoing exposition, it appears, the great scheme 
got up at Andover, is a mere piece of well-contrived me- 
chanism ; which, if not done purposely to dazzle and be- 
guile the multitude, has the tendency to do it, and is evi- 
dently, and clearly condemned, by the whole tenor of the 
New Testament. Further observations are reserved for 
another number. A VIRGINIAN. 
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For the Reformer. 


In order to shew, a little, the nature of the studies pur. 
sued, in the Schools established for the qualification of 
“ young men designed for the Christian ministry,” | se. 
lect the titles of a few of the dissertations, delivered b 
the students of the famous Theological Seminary at An- 
dover, at their last Annual examination ; an account of 
which is contained in a newspaper printed at Salem, Mas. 
sachusetts, called the ‘ Essex Register,” of the 29th of 
September 1821. ‘hey are comprised in three depart- 
ments, viz. Sacred Literature, Christian Theology and 
Sacred Rhetoric ; but I copy from each without regard 
to order. 


‘¢ How far should philosophy be admitted to direct the 
interpretation of scripture ? 

‘s How great a part of the Old Testament is written in 
poetry, and how shall we account for it that such a me- 
thod of writing was preferred by the prophets P 

«¢ Connexion between intellectual philosophy and chris- 
tian eloquence. 

‘* The influence of sacred criticism on the character of 
preachers. 

‘‘ Influence of the spirit of preachers on the number of 
preachers. 

«Comparison of sacred and secular eloquence. 

‘* The eloquence of Curran, 

‘‘ Hortatory preaching. 

‘¢ What is that moral state of the mind which leads men 
to embrace the doctrine of universal salvation ? 

‘Is the influence of the Holy Spirit in regeneration 
supernatural P 

** Can the benevolence of God be inferred from his na- 
tural attributes ? 

“ Consideration of objections commonly brought against 
the doctrine of the divine purposes. 

“Is the duty of prayer consistent with the divine im- 
mutability ? 

“On the application of inductive philosophy to the 


acryehare doctrine of man’s renovation by the power of 
od. 


ss ls the sinner unable to believe in Christin any sense 
which excuses him for unbelief ? 
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‘«‘ [sg the atonement any privilege to the non-elect ? 

‘On the consistency between those texts which ascribe 
anger and revenge to God and his infinite benevolence. 

‘Does the doctrine of atonement imply that God is 
mercenary or implacable.” &c. &c. 


Here, as the general plan of education is pretty much 
the same, in all the Theological Schools throughout our 
country, we may judge what kind of studies, in addition 
to the dead languages, are considered necessary, to quali- 
fy men to direct their fellow creatures in the way of life 
and salvation. I will acknowledge, however, for my part, 
I cannot see what these things have to do, or wherein they 
correspond with the plain, simple, and only essential doc- 
trines preached by Jesus Christ, and recorded in the New 
Testament. I do not find a single passage, which author- 
ises me to believe, that the utmost attainments in human 
science, can in the smallest degree qualify for the oflice of 
a minister of the everlasting Gospel. Nor do I discover 
any account of our pm or his disciples, who were most- 
ly poor and unlearned as to the outward, having ever re- 
commended people to go to schools and colleges, or 
to the wise of this world, for instruction in spiritual mat- 
ters. 

Paul, who declared he was “an Apostle not of men, 
neither by man,” but “of Jesus Christ, by the will of God,” 
in his Epistle to the Colossians, charges them thus: *“ Be- 
ware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 
) vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 

of the world, and not after Christ :’? chap. ii. 8. And 
although nearly eighteen hundred years have elapsed, 
since this caution was originally given to a christian 
church, yet it seems peculiarily adapted to the present 
‘Bday. For it is very manifest, from the widely extended 

Be eal, displayed for the erection of Theological establish- 
ments, that the “ rudiments of the world,” are in a great 
degree substituted for the wisdom which is from above; 
so that school divinity, really appears to be in a fair way 
of becoming to us, what “ great Diana” of old was to the 
Ephesians, 

Hence, almost every denomination of professing chris- 
tians, are ready to despise and reject the spinaiine of 
hose ministers, who, because they have experienced the 
ull-sufficient qualification, of being ‘called of God, as 
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was Aaron,” cannot come with enticing words, and cry 
peace, peace, when there ought to be spiritual war; but 
clothed with divine authority, are bold in reproving gin, 
fearless of the frowns of men, and regardless of their 
praise. And hence, also, we see the multitude honour. 
ing and preferring such preachers only as are called 
learned; who having been educated at these schools, 
can deliver flowery, ingenious discourses, and amuse 
their hearers with vain speculations, and abstruse disser- 
tations or non-essential, metaphysical subjects; which, 
far from * building up in the most holy faith,” tend to 
create doubt and disputation, and induce men 
“to leave unexplor’d 

Truths, useful and attainable with ease: 

To search forbidden deeps, where myst’ry lies 

Not to be soly’d—and useless if it might.” 

Truly, itis sorrowful to see, how subservient people 
are in our enlightened day and country, to these school 
made Ministers; and how willing they are to give their 
money for the support of institutions, whichare express- 
ly designed to increase their numbers! to keep up a con- 
stant supply of priests, whose end is gain, and whose 
preaching, while it fills their purses, at their hearer’s ex- 
pense, can do them no spiritual good; corresponding 
with the declaration, *“‘ I sent them not, nor commanded 





them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, J 


saith the Lord.”” Jeremiah xxiii. 32. 

And herein isa true mark of those, who “ divine for 
money:” for, like all other hirelings, if they do not 
please their employers, they will lose their places, and 
so their pay: therefore, do they beguile them with 
smosth words, and the inventions of their own imagina- 


tions ; well knowing, they will not endure sound doctrine, 
nor bear reproof. 


How different would be the character of men, taught 


in the school of Christ, and prepared and sent by him t 


turn people from darkness to light, and from the powet @ 


of satan unto God. They would not spend their time at 
colleges or universities, in the acquirement of super 
fluous and bewildering knowledge ; nor would they I be 


lieve, direct us to the study of Theology or Divinity, 


so called, or to the teaching of men learned therein, 
order to be made wise unto salvation. But, I am incli- 
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ed to think, they would give us something like the ad- 
vice which the same eminent Apostle before quoted, 
cave in his first epistle to his beloved Timothy: viz. 
« QO Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, 
avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of 
science falsely so called: which some professing, have 
erred concerning the faith,” chap. vi. 20,21. Moreover, 
I believe we should observe of these true shepherds, that 
they would covet “no mans silver or gold or apparel,” 
nor be bargaining for yearly and stated salaries for 
preaching; but instead thereof, we should find them fol- 
lowing some honest business, and supplying their tem- 
poral wants by the labour of their own hands, Not 
“taking the oversight of the flock for the sake of filthy 
lucre,” but as “ good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God :” ministering freely, according to the ability which 
they have freely received. To such as these it is pro- 
mised, that * when the chief shepherd shall appear they 
shall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away.” 
1 Peter, v.4. But to the false prophets, this is the lan- 
guage of Holy writ: ‘* Have ye not seen a vain vision, 
and have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye 
say, the Lord saith it; albeit I have not spoken ? There- 
fore thus saith the Lord God, Because ye have spoken 
vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, | am against you 
saith the Lord God.” Ezekiel xiii. 7, 8. E. D. 


NS Gee 


Extract of a letter received by the Editors. 


“T was pleased with your conclusion to continue the publication 
of the Reformer, as I am persuaded it has opened the eyes of a 
great many of our fellow-citizens, to see the deep laid hypocritical 
schemes and cunning devices of the hireling clergy, by which 
they have so deceived the unthinking multitude, as to cause them 
willingly to administer to their requirements, in greater or lesser 
sums, to a vast amount, for their ease and aggrandizement. Some 
of the people, indeed, I have at times compared to a certain de- 
scription of servants in Israel formerly, who by a long time of ser- 
vitude, had become so accustomed thereto, and so in love with 
their old master, that when the time of their emancipation came 
round, when they might, had they chose it, have been liberated 
trom their bondage, in lieu thereof, they have willingly gone for- 
ward to the door-post of their master, and stiiTered their ear to be 
bored through with an awl, asa seal to a covenant they had made 
with him, to serve him forever.” 


20 
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CHINA. 


The late advices from China state, that the reigning emperor has 
issued several edicts, restraining and forbidding the admission of 
Misisonaries from Europe, who have arrived in that empire, with g 
view to propagate the christian religion. Some severe imputations 
are made against the missionaries, who are represented as stirring 
up strife, and insulting the religion of the empire, which has endu- 
red s» many ages, and contributed to the peace and happiness of 
the Empire, while the infidels of Europe, who profess to be the 
lovers and worshippers of a God of peace, have been involved in 
never-ending wars; and have covered all nations of Asia, to which 
they have had access, with the bones of their sacrificed people. 
Many missionaries and their converts had been put to death—and 
their discovery and exile was imposed as a duty on every Chinese, 

[Washington City paper. 


eR a 
New Inventions still. 


A writer in the Boston Recorder of April 20, has devised a plan, which 
he states, if put in execution by the three thousand deaeons to which he 
addresses it, will ** bring a greater revenue to the church annually, for the 
various benevolent objects, than is now brought from all other sources.” 
He tells us, he had thought of leaving his occupation, and riding, as fast as 
a horse cou'd carry him, from one town to another, to put the plan in exe- 
cution: But the fact, that his employers would not let him go; and that 
#f they would, he could not get a horse that would travel more than six 
miles an hour; and then must stay in every town some time, &e. &e, and 
with all his efforts, would, and could be, but one person in one place ; he 
therefore concluded to address it in the form of a letter to the youngest 
Elder, or Deacon, in every Christian church, where the Recorder is ctr- 
culated. He also requests the Editors of the Religious Intelligencer, the 
New Hampshire Repository, the Southern Intelligencer, and other rell- 
gious publications, as they regard the conversion of the heathen, the edu- 
cation of pious young me: for the gospel ministry, the distribution ot 
Bibles and Tracts, and supplying the waste places, in our country, ‘0 give 
the address one insertion in their papers. The following is the plan, as 
addressed to the Deacon. 

** Deacon is requested to take a paper, and go with it to the most 
suitable person, and ask him if he will give the use of five acres of land to 
be cultivated for the use of the church ; if this quantity is too large tke 
& smaller quantity. Goth n to B. and ask him if he will plough 1; 
to C. and ask him to give the manure for it; to D. and ask him to find 
the seed, and plunt it: to E. and ask him to hoe the corn the first time: 
to F. and ask him to hoe it the second time: let G. hoe it again: H. ge 


ther the erop: I. sell it, and pay over the money to the object of your 
Choice.” pay y “LL. D.” 
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Additional Missionary Intelligence from the Society Islands. 


Ar account was given in our last number of the Annual Missionary 
Meeting at the Society Islands, and the contributions obtained from the 
natives by establishing Missionary Societies among them. We shill here 
present some further particulars respecting this meeting, and the amount 
of contributions, extracted from the Missionary Chronicle of Feb. 1822. 

“The public meeting for business commenced at one o’clock, whe? 
after singing, prayer, and an address by Mr. Threlkeld, the secretary, 
Pohi, read the Annual Report. The subscriptions amounted to 1,9/5 
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bamboos of Oil, and more than 1,000 balls of Arrow Root. The Chief of 
‘Cahaa then reported the contributions of that Island, amounting to 3,422 
hamboos of Oil. The total amount of subscriptions was, 7,059 bamboos 
of Oil, 5 pigs, and 8 baskets of cottons which was nearly double the quan- 
tity collected during the preceding year. 

“ A new and voluntary Society has heen formed, entirely unconnected 
with any eivil concerns, to contribute to the support of Missions. It was 
agreed, that every sdult member should contribute annually three mea- 
sures of arrow-root. Their first subscription amounts to 1.050 measures 
(weighing 6 pounds each) or about three tons. This, together with a 
number of tons of Oil, is waiting for conveyance to Fingland. 

Poihai, one of the chiefs at Taheite, and Secretary of the Taheitean 
Auxiliary Missionary Society, in a letter to the Directors of the London 
Missionary Society, observes: Our country, you know, is destitute of 
money; we have, therefore, contributed property, viz. oil, arrow-rout, 
cotton and pigs, which is our money in these countries, where we have 
no real money. We have sent the oil on board the Hope, 80 tons, from 
us the Taheitean Auxiliary to you the Parent Society, to assist you— 
and we wish that our contributions may be added to yours, and printed in 
your Reports, that we may see that our property has been received and 
admitted into the Treasury of our Lord, which will give us complete 
satisfaction.” 


Serampore Missionaries, 
It is well known to our readers, that the statements given in the /e- 


former respecting the Serampore Missionaries, have produced much exe 


citement among the advocates of modern Missions, and called forth no 
small portion of abuse and invective. This was not unexpected, and we 
felt no disposition to complain. Being fally satisfied of the correctness of 
our statements, and the propriety of giving them to the public, we were 
willing that the friends of Mr. Ward, and his colleagnes, should investi- 
gate the snbject, and adduce anv facts in their possession to refute the 
charges preferred against them. If, moreover, in their zeal to defend 
them, they had been betrayed into the use of hard and abusive epithets 
only, we should not have deemed it worthy of any notiee. But it is the 
misrepresentations, and the want of fairness and justice, manifested by the 
friends of these Missionaries, in their enleavours to vindicate them, 
against Which we feel bound to remonstrate. Their pieces have been cal'« 
ed refutations and answers, “which must have satisfied every friend to 
ireth,” and the charges declared to be slander without a single faet being 
adduced to diseredit our statements. 

What we shall, however, here particularly notice, is the unfair method 
which has been pursued by the friends of Mr. Ward and Co. at New 
York, as exhibited in the Christian Herald of March2. In giving a state- 
ment of the pieces and answers concerning the Serampore Missionaries in 
that work, the mast material articles in support of the charges contained 
in the Reformer, ave kept from the public, in order, it would seem, that 
the Editor might with more propriety, be enab’ed to call our statements 
“ ouwageous attacks on Mr. Ward and the Ser:mpore mission.” ‘This 
declaration, we suppose the Editor, as a friend of the Missionavies, was 
not unwilling to mske, and to have it believed wherever the erald is eir- 
culated. An aequaintance on a visit from this place to New York, having 
brought us the Herald alluded to, the following letter was addressed to 
the Fiditor of that publication : 


To the Fditor of the “ Christian Herald and Seaman's Magazine.” 
.“« We consider it unfair ane unjust, in undertaking to lay before the public the 
pieces and answers which have appeared respecting the Serampore Missionaries, 
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to keep back the article embracing the Certificate of the Pastor of the First Ba 
tist Charch in this city, and the reply of MARCUS to the misrepresentations 
made on his communication. Many have seen these last pieces, and cannot but 
perceive the want of fairness in omitting to insert them, or giving a summary of 
their contents. They are essential toa faithful exhibition of the subject. If you 
are disposed to do justice in the case, we shall expect to see the articlesjin the 
Reformer of January, and the reply of MARCUS, in the month following, appear 
in your next number, You have liberty to make any remarks you may think pro. 
per, in giving them an insertion, or, if Messrs, Bethune and .Colgate have any 
thing further to say, or can prove our statements false, they need feel no restraint 
in presenting it to the public. We are as much opposed to every thing like slander 
or falsehood, as the advocatesaf Mr, Ward, Nothing has yet appeared to discredit 
the facts we have stated. Therefore, to call what we have published -espectiy 
the Serampore Missionaries, an “‘outrageous and slanderous attack,"* we consider 
quite premature : it would be time enough to use these epithets, after it has been 
proved that our statements are incorrect. 

P.S. We forwa'd to you by the same mail which conveys this letter, the num. 
bers of the Reformer containing the “ypien alluded to; and should you not notice 
them, or insert such parts as you will perceive justice would demand, we shall 
feel bound to lay this correspondence before the public, and show the unfairness 
and partiality manifested in the treatment of the subject. 

EDITORS OF THE REFORMER, 

Philadelphia, March 12, 1822. 


The following notice, appeared in the next number of the Herald, ad- 
dresssed ** to Readers and correshondents.” 

“We have received a communication from ‘The Editors of the Reformer,’ 
with two numbers of that work; but this number of the Herald had procceded so 
far through the press, that we have room only tosay, that unless those persons who 
commenced the attack on Mr Ward and the Serampore Mission will come forward 
in their own names, we do not think it worth our while to take any further notice 
of the subject, as the statement of Messrs Bethune and Colgate, in our opinion, 
remains unanswered. Thereare some things, however, in the communications of 
the Editors of the Reformer on which we may remark, but if they are really de 
sirous to seek the trurh, we would recomme d them to accept the proposition of B. 
and C, to refer the subject to commissioners, 


In ansver oo che sbuve we remark : the name of the person who gave 
a Certificate in the ease of the Letter from Iidia, is before the public: and 
if the Editor of the Herald will call on the Agent for the Reformer in 
New York, he will find no difficu'ty in obtaining a knowledge of the name 
of the principal Editor. I’ is not fear, but to avoid an appearance of os- 
tentation, that no name is publicly announced in the work. Nor does the 
Editor of the Herald give his own name in his publication. Coneerning 
the statement of Mesers. Bethune and Colgate remaining unanswered, 
we are ata loss to know what answer is required, for thev have brought 
forward no facts to discredit the charges contained in the letter from ldia, 
nor ventured upon a denial of them. With respect to referring the sub- 
ject to Commissioners, nothing could be more useless. The persons con- 
cerned, are believed to be all now living, and ean answer for themselves. 
We can view the proposition, therefore, of appointing ‘* Commissioners, 
mutually chosen in India, and Commissioners in London,” in no other 
light, than a disposition to talk bis, of which some men are nota little 
fond 


*.* Various articles intended for this number, with extracts from the publica- 
tion entitled « Plain Truth,” ave unavoidably omitted. We have also been obliged 
again to postpone the insertion of an ‘ Abstract of a letter of Correspondence, 
which shall appear in our next. Several communications have been received which 
want of room prevents us here from noticing more particularly. 
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